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D I E T R I C HD I E T R I C H

BONHOEFFERBONHOEFFER

God Deceives No One
      In the beginning, even before the start of his ministry, Jesus is tempted by the devil.
The powers of evil, of falling away from God, approach him and try to bring him down at
the very moment when he is assuming his role as Messiah (Luke 4:3–4). Luke reports
that Jesus is famished, and then the devil confronts him: If you are the Son of God, tell
this stone to become bread. If you have the power of God, then use it for yourself.
Perform a miracle: turn the stone into bread, and you will be filled. Why, after all, do you
have such power? If you are the Son of God, prove your power…. In this voice of apparent
intercessory love, Jesus recognizes the voice of the devil. It was an outrageous      
suggestion, and he rejects the devil: “One does not live by bread alone, but by every
word that comes from the mouth of God” (Matt. 4:4). Here that means basically: God
deceives no one. 

     “And take up their cross.” That cross is already there, ready, from the very beginning;
we need only take it up. But to keep us from believing that we must simply choose any
arbitrary cross, or simply pick out our suffering as we will, Jesus emphasizes that each of
us has his or her own cross, ready, appointed, and appropriately measured by God.
Bonhoeffer, Dietrich. God Is on the Cross: Reflections on Lent and Easter (pp. 2-3). Presbyterian Publishing
Corporation. Kindle Edition.

Psalm 51:1-3
To the leader. A Psalm of David, when the prophet Nathan came to him, after he had gone in to Bathsheba.

Have mercy on me, O God,
   according to your steadfast love;
according to your abundant mercy
   blot out my transgressions.
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
   and cleanse me from my sin.
For I know my transgressions,
   and my sin is ever before me.

     In today’s reading, taken from Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s book, The Cost of Discipleship, he
states that Jesus’s response to the devil’s first deceitful suggestion simply means that
God deceives no one.  Satan is trying to entice Jesus to use God’s power, which is his
right as the Son of God.  Jesus is not deceived and responds with Scripture that allows
for no argument.  

     When faced with a suggestion that invites us to sidestep our own cross, which  
Jesus promised, are we sensitive to the deceptive possibilities in the invitation?

What habits or practices lead us to God’s word for strength and proper response?

Do we, like David in the Psalm, plead to God for mercy and forgiveness from our sin?       
Or do we seek comfort from worldly sources?
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